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Guest speaker Carrie Pugh, NEA
political director, spoke of 2020
campaign goals:

June 29-30, 2020

1. Win the election.
2. Build our influence.
3. Strengthen our union.

While not my first Representative Assembly, this was my first RA retired
meeting. I was so excited to try and walk in the shoes of Barb Stek! I
envisioned working on the election committee. Unfortunately COVID-19
changed our meeting from in-person to a virtual format. There were 295
retired delegates out of a possible 355 that attended the virtual meetings.

Guest speaker Brandon Tetke spoke of
the path to victory with the electoral
college, flipping the Senate, and
protecting the House. There are plans
to share more information.

Alaska Awards: Membership – Alaska was one of 25 states recognized for its
increased membership. Numbers and percentages can be found on the web
page.

1. O
 utreach Circle – building
our personal network, digital
organizing, and voting by mail.

Communication Report: Roxanne Abaijan’s name was pronounced correctly
by the communication chair for work well done.

2. Early vote – We need to be well
versed regarding mail in voting in
our own states.

NEA Retired Annual Meeting

Lily Eskelsen Garcia was a guest speaker and spoke about the budget and
the recommendation by the executive board that the budget stay the same
next year and asked for our support. She also stated she and the PAC will be
announcing they are asking for a firm recommendation to support Joe Biden
as president of the USA.
Instead of giving outgoing president, Lily Eskelsen Garcia, a plaque for her
service, the NEA-Retired Board has decided to donate $700 to the Jack
Kinnaman Fund, which provides scholarships to future educators. This year’s
recipients were announced.
Retirees were asked to continue their work for public education and retired
issues, but increase their volunteering to 4 times every month.
There were no NBIs this year, however, there was one 2020 Proposed
Amendment to NEA-Retired Bylaws:
Section 2, new C: The President shall serve as the duly elected alternate
for NEA-Retired members of the NEA Board of Directors in the event no
alternate is available.
It was amended for language clarification and passed. (New language is not
yet on the website). Discussion included adding more alternative positions to
the Board of Directors. Retired was not in full attendance three times this
year. This will probably be discussed more fully at the 2021 meeting.
Committee reports can be found on the retired web page.

– Pamela Lloyd
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Editor: Barbara Stek
This newsletter is the official publication of
NEA-Alaska/Retired, printed three times a year.
Retired members are encouraged to submit
articles, as well as voice comments and concerns.
Articles should be sent in Word via email to
bwstekak@yahoo.com no later than the 1st of the
publication month.
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President’s Message
aka Kronberg’s Corner
Dear Member:
Our country is facing multiple problems. The most
immediate is the Covid-9 pandemic. But it is hard to say
whether the attack on our health by this pandemic is a
more serious problem than the attack on our democratic
form of government being made by Donald Trump and his supporters. If one
were to go back through the historic events of the 20th century one would find
multiple examples of democracies turning into dictatorships. The best known
are the rise of Hitler and the Nazi party in Germany in the early 1930s and the
takeover of the Italian government by Mussolini and his Fascist Party in the
late 1920s. They are only slightly different than what is going on right here right
now before our very eyes.
It is critically important for us to convey to our legislators the importance
of standing up to President Trump and his minions in both houses of the
Congress. As retired Alaska educators we live in a multiplicity of states, so we
can have a broad impact beyond Alaskan elected officials. Personally, I will be
contacting my two US Senators from Washington State, as well as the member
of Congress who represents the District where I live. I am fortunate to live in a
state where both my senators and my member of Congress are all Democrats,
but the reality is that those of us who live in states represented by Republicans
may have more of an impact on this issue.
Alaska has been less impacted by the pandemic than most other states. However
right now there is a high alert. As of November 21, there were 676 new cases
and 101 deaths. At the rate we are going we may have more than 400,000 deaths
in our country within only a few months. That is about the same number of
American soldiers, sailors, and airmen who died in World War II.
The reality is that the pathological desire of President Trump to never lose an
election has helped make this pandemic far worse than it needed to be. His
failures to take common sense measures to limit the impact of the disease have
allowed far too many Americans to find excuses for failing to take necessary
measures to avoid getting the disease themselves or giving it to others.
Wear masks, give yourself plenty of space on lines in stores, and stay home as
much as is reasonable. It is sad that one casualty of this pandemic is going to
be visiting with family members during the holidays, but unless you are certain
that no family members have the disease it is foolhardy to have large family
gatherings at Thanksgiving or during the other end of year holidays.
Best wishes for Happy Holidays!
Sincerely,
– Rich Kronberg
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Wow! A Virtual RA!
Did you know that the NEA is the largest labor union in
the US, with over 3,000,000 members (about 1 in 102
Americans are part of NEA!). NEA also says that it holds
the largest, elected delegate assembly in the world – the
annual NEA Representative Assembly. Nearly 8000
educators will come together to address the challenges public
education faces. This year, we met in Atlanta, Georgia.
Speed bump! Slow down, change gears, and revise the usual
weeklong meeting to several virtual meetings held in the
comfort of the delegates’ choice of location. Pamela Lloyd,
the other retired Alaska delegate, was in Sterling at the
KPEA office and I was in my office in California. Most of
the meetings were one way – we could see them, but they
could not see us, but we could call in and be heard.
The exception to the virtual one-way meetings was our two
NEA-Alaska caucus meetings – held on Zoom. For those
two-hour meetings, NEA-Alaska President Tim Parker did
his usual phenomenal job of facilitating discussions and
debates with our 52 delegates. We were able to get all the
business done with minutes to spare.

We also discussed and debated, and were even able to ask
some questions about the NEA strategic plan, a small increase
in annual membership, and the possibility of covid-related
NEA grants to state and local NEA affiliates totaling just
over $5 million – the money that NEA saved by not meeting
in Atlanta and doing our RA virtually. We then listened to
campaign speeches from thirty-one NEA members running
for fifteen NEA offices.
Did we already mention that there was talk about this
November’s federal election? A decision that the RA delegates
will vote on when we receive paper ballots in the mail is
whether our NEA will endorse the candidacy of Joseph
Robinette Biden, Jr. for the office of president. Joe Biden
virtually spoke with the delegates and answered questions.
Bottom line: register to vote, support a campaign with
your time and/or money, and come November 3rd, vote
for candidates who support public education.
– Steve Click

Now, our Alaska delegation is usually in caucus at 7AM
each morning, getting ready for the day’s RA adventures,
and quite often not back into our hotel rooms until late in
the evening, and then up the next morning. You get the
idea. This routine used to be easier when we first attended
RAs in our 30s and 40s, but not now – the “early to bed,
early to rise” rule seems to fit.
But this year, all was different.
We heard the farewell speech of NEA President Lily Eskelsen
Garcia (finishing her last RA as our presiding officer) as well
as speeches from NEA Vice-President Becky Pringle and
NEA Secretary-Treasurer Princess Moss – three dynamic
women that have been leading us for the past six years, along
with other NEA committee chairs. The winners of the Higher
Educator of the Year, ESP of the Year, and Teacher of the
Year each shared remarks, and we honored 17 year
old, Swedish environmental activist, Greta
Thunberg, as our Friend of Education.
Starting with remarks from Stacey Abrams
(voting rights activist, author, Georgia House
Minority Leader, and winner of NEA’s 2020
Presidential Award), and throughout the ten hours
of proceedings over the two days of the actual RA, the
recurring message was that our nation needs a new family
in the White House. America needs a new president of the
United States.
–3–
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Alaska Retirement Management Board Meeting
September 2020
The ARM Board met September 16,
17, and 18 using Microsoft Teams.
Four committee meetings were held
on Wednesday and the Board meeting
was held Thursday and Friday. The
Audit Committee also held a special
meeting on October 12 to discuss the
draft of the financial statements that
will be part of the State CAFRs published in December.
The Commissioner of Revenue announced the selection of
the new Chief Financial Officer, Zach Hanna. Mr. Hanna
is a native of Juneau, Alaska and has lived there most of
his life. He had been serving as deputy CFO and also has
been in charge of the Private Equity portfolio for many
years. Trustees welcomed his selection. He will do a great
job with the fine investment team. A new liaison for the
board has also been hired – Alysia Jones. She began her

work October 23 and has previously worked for the State
in several different positions.
In action the Board adopted the new Real Estate Plan
and also adopted contribution rates for PERS and TRS
for FY’22. A brokerage option was adopted for the DC
participants but will have limited choices to start with. An
RFP will be issued in early 2021 for an actuarial audit,
a process that takes place every four years. Norm West,
chair of the actuarial committee, and Gayle Harbo will be
on the selection committee. Members wishing to read the
complete Board minutes can find them on the Alaska.gov
website.
The next meeting of the Board will be held December 3
and 4 with committee meetings taking place December 2.
The meeting will again be virtual.
– Gayle Harbo

NEA-Alaska Board of Directors
The NEA-Alaska Board of Directors met via Zoom on Saturday, November 14th.
The Board:
• approved a Region 5 PACE appointment,
• approved the 2020-2021 Strategic Plan goals and outcomes,
• approved the Public Employees Health Trust language and Chair,
• set the BOD Retreat for May 23-24, 2021.
There was a presentation on The Alaska Commons
(a learning management system).
Budget adjustments were made and the Board
recommended the budget be presented to DA for
approval.
The Board recommended “do pass” for the two pre-filed
Bylaws Amendments regarding the Long Range Media
Plan.
With the coming virtual DA, all delegates and Board
members must register.
Emails will be sent with registration and Delegate
Assembly information.
Rich Kronberg, Nancy Allen, Ron Fuhrer
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The meeting adjourned at 2:30.
– Ron Fuhrer
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NEA-Alaska/Retired
DA Delegates

Your DA Delegates

Roxanne Abajian
Cindy Lou Aillaud
Henry Anderson
Annie Baker
Bonnie Barber
Sherry Barrett
Bill Bjork
Sherry Blizzard
Joseph Boyle
Loretta Christie
Steve Click
Pat DeSmet
Teresa Duncan
Susan Dunham
Barb George
Daniel Greer
Gayle Harbo
Andy Holleman
Michael Husa
Stanley King
Ernie Kirby
Bobby LaSalle
Faith Lee
Pamela Lloyd
Howard Maxwell
Don Oberg
Doug Oliverson
Tim Peterson
Trena Richardson
Judith Salo
Barbara Stek
Susan Stitham
Mari Torgerson
Christine Villano
James Villano

Alternates:
Stephanie Winsor
Sheryl Wittig
By virtue of their positions on the NEAAlaska Board, Rich Kronberg, Nancy
Allen, and Ron Fuhrer are also our
delegates to DA 2021.
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Delegate Assembly 2021 Agenda
• Agenda is subject to change. Check the NEA-Alaska website for updates.
• A ll “meetings” except for the Delegate Assembly General Session are via Zoom.
• The Delegate Assembly General Session will be via Shindig.

Tuesday, January 12

Friday, January 15

9:00am-3:00pm
NEA-Alaska Board Meeting
(For Board Members Only)

9:00am
Deadline for Regional Director Nominations

3:30-4:30pm
Committee Chair Training
5:00-8:00pm
PARSA
Policy Assembly for Rural and Small Associations

Wednesday, January 13
4:00-5:00pm
Hearings (Constitution & Bylaws, Budget)
4:00-5:00pm
New Delegate Orientation
5:00-8:00pm
Committee Meetings (various Zooms)
1. Governance/Constitution & Bylaws
2. Communications
3. Government Relations
and Community Outreach
4. Collective Bargaining
and Employee Rights
5. Building Local Capacity
and Member Engagement
6. Special Education
7. Leading the Professions
8. ESP Committee
9. Human and Civil Rights

Thursday, January 14
4:00-5:00pm
Special Interest Caucus Meetings
5:00-8:00pm
Regional Caucus Meetings (various Zooms)
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12:00pm
Deadline for Nomination Video Submission

Saturday, January 16
9:00am-5:00pm
Delegate Assembly General Session
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NEA-Alaska/Retired
Health Benefits Contacts
Health Benefit Contact Information
Division of Retirement and Benefits
Member Service Center: (907) 465-4460
Toll Free: (800) 821-2251
Medical Benefits: Aetna
Member Services: (855) 784-8646
Long Term Care Benefits: CHCS Services, Inc.
Member Services: (888) 287-7116
Dental Benefits: Moda/Delta Dental
Member Services: (855) 718-1768
Pharmacy Benefits: OptumRx
Member Services: (855) 409-6999
Specialty Pharmacy: BriovaRx
Enrollment Services: (855) 427-4682

AlaskaCare Plan Administrator
• Toll Free: (800) 821-2251
• In Juneau: (907) 465-4460
• TDD: (907) 465-2805
• Fax: (907) 465-3086
• Email: doa.drb.benefits@alaska.gov

Find the people
who can answer
your medical
benefit questions!

Come visit us:
State Office Building – 6th Floor
333 Willoughby Avenue
Juneau, AK 99801
Send us a letter:
State of Alaska
Division of Retirement and Benefits
P.O. Box 110203
Juneau, AK 99811-0203
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NEA-Alaska/Retired
4100 Spenard Road
Anchorage, AK 99517
www.neaalaska.org or
email: info@neaalaska.org

Look inside for Delegate Assembly information!
Well, here we are nearing the close of 2020 and we are still dealing with Covid
issues. My hope, and the hope of all of us on the NEA-Alaska/Retired Board,
is that you are staying safe, following protocols for your area, and looking
forward to the future.
Remember that you can have your questions answered with the monthly
AlaskaCare Town Hall events. I usually just listen to learn what issues are
affecting our retirees. And the phone calls come in from all over the country.
Many at the NEA-Alaska office are working from home but are still available
to answer questions and forward concerns to us.
And in the words of Norah O’Donnell of CBS news, “Stay positive, test
negative!!”
– Barbara

Calendar
of Events
December

24-31		NEA-Alaska Office closed
January

1		NEA-Alaska Office closed
13-16		Board Meeting and
Annual Delegate Assembly
March

26-27		NEA-Alaska Board meeting
May

28-29		NEA-Alaska Board Retreat

Please make sure we have
your current email address.
Contact Makana Bender at
274-0536 to make changes.

July

2-6		NEA Representative Assembly

